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Agent X turned left. The three cars in front of me turned left, and so did I. In the rear-view mirror I
saw clouds of choking dust envelop the rest of the convoy as it departed Route 375 for the wide,
unpaved road heading across a high-desert plain and into a range of mountains. Even the big bus was
lumbering along, swaying with the bumps. I knew, but I don't think many other people did, that we
were headed straight for......

AREA 51, THE FAMOUS GROOM LAKE SECRET AIR BASE!

Where did that yellow sign that sent us here come from? And what were the cammo dudes, those
squads of armed security guys in their Jeep Cherokees,

thinking about the stampede of entertainment reporters that was headed their way? What a problem!
The plan unfolding in my head involved pulling over to

the side of the road before we got to the guard shack that lay a few miles ahead. You are under arrest
once you get to the shack, which is on the wrong

side of the security perimeter surrounding the base.

Then through the dust ahead, I could see the lead car taking a sharp right-turn onto a dusty road that
doubled back toward Route 375. Another one

of those yellow signs pointed the way. Like a great serpent, the entire convoy made its way around the
bend. The cammo dudes must have been

relieved. A Nevada State Police car barreling toward us at breakneck speed through the dust
confirmed that a convoy-abduction radio alert had been

issued. Two more cop cars blasted past as we forged ahead into Rachel on the soon-to-be ET
Highway. In the parking area in downtown Rachel, a rich

coating of beige dust distinguished vehicles that arrived via convoy from those that stayed on the
blacktop.

The stars of Independence Day, Bill Pullman and the very tall Jeff Goldblum, worked the crowd and
posed in front of the signs as Nevada tourism officials

explained that prospective visitors can call 1-800-NEVADA-8 to get an ET Highway Experience
package complete with map and travel info.

Governor Miller has gotten himself into a peculiarly impolitic position with this ET Highway
promotion. Military bases are important to Nevada's economy.

When agencies like the CIA, Air Force, and the former Atomic Energy Commission came out here in
the mid-1950's, it was with the intention of

being left alone with their nuclear bombs and spy planes. The Air Force can't be grateful to the state
for beckoning legions of binocular-toting

seekers itching to know what goes on out at Groom Lake. Asked about this, Miller replied, "We're not
encouraging people to do anything but use the

highway."
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